
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
23 March 2020 
 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
Many thanks to all the parents who completed the survey sent earlier today.  From the significant 
sample who have responded so far, it appears that the majority of families will be choosing to keep 
their child/ren home for the rest of the school term. We support this decision. We also appreciate, 
for some families, it will not be possible to keep students home for a range of reasons including 
work commitments. As mentioned by our Government leaders, schools will remain open and we 
are here to support you in whatever decision your family reaches. At this time, we would like to 
acknowledge the wonderful work that our healthcare workers are doing to support the community.  
 
With the predicted low number of students attending normal classes, we have decided to move to 
a transition phase of ‘home-based learning’. Teachers will intensely focus their time and energy for 
the rest of this week on adjusting their learning programs and developing resources for this 
different way of learning.  
 
As of tomorrow and for the rest of this week staff will continue to provide activities that continue the 
learning that has been happening recently. These activities will be posted on Google classroom for 
all students, those at school and at home, to complete daily. Minimum teacher support will be 
provided whilst we are in this transition phase but will try to answer student queries as they arise. 
 
Students were taken through the attached document ‘Epic Students Can Learn Anywhere - Even 
At Home’ today. It outlines some tips for successfully continuing their learning from home. It would 
be helpful to start the transition of doing school at home by discussing this information with your 
child/ren. We will provide you with a more detailed document of Mater Maria’s home-based 
learning plan over the next couple of days. It will include many helpful links to assist you in 
supporting your child/ren’s learning from home. Our plans to support learning will evolve as the 
landscape changes, we will all need to flexible. 
 
The College will be open from 7 am tomorrow morning should students need to collect things out of 
their lockers. Supervision for students attending school will be provided at the normal time. 
 
It has often been said recently but these are uncertain times and the changes that need to take 
place can be stressful for all involved. I really appreciate the wonderful way the community has 
supported one another so far and encourage this to continue. We need to recognise that there will 
be bumps in the road ahead and things will not be perfect all the time but if we show compassion 
and support for each other, we will be alright. It is important that we all stay calm.   
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact us for support if it is required.  
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Marc Reicher 
Principal 
Mater Maria Catholic College 
 
 
 


