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GREASE 2022

ANNUAL PRODUCTION

During the week of 13 to 17 June, students at the college performed their
eagerly anticipated Grease musical over a series of matinee and evening
performances.
Auditions for the production were first held in November 2019. At that
point, there was no way of forecasting the disruptive years that followed.
Three years later with lifted restrictions, a brand-new cast, band and crew,
the opportunity to bring Grease to the Mater Maria stage finally came to
fruition.
Pulling together a cast of remarkable talent across all year groups, students
displayed their many hidden talents with impeccable vocals, dancing and
acting.
Grease is a story of adolescence and romance. Danny played by Joel Ingram,
and Sandy played by Sabina Felias, both Year 10 students with outstanding
acting experience, have a summer holiday romance which is quickly
trampled by peer pressure when sweet-as-sugar girl meets cool-as-acucumber boy in their senior high school.

Danny’s leather-jacketed gang of T-Birds and Sandy’s new BFFs, the Pink Ladies, do all they can to ensure that the
romance is quashed. A whole range of adolescent teen topics were included in the musical, fitting in with peers,
sexuality, social difference, and adolescent rebellion. All themes were played out amidst a clever and faultless
combination of 50’s rock tunes and 70’s pop anthems.
Sabina Felias, a singer, dancer, songwriter, and performer in the School of Rock the Musical at Sydney’s Capitol Theatre,
perfected the Olivia Newton John accent. Joel Ingram was the coolest John Travolta. Morgan Singh played the smoothtalking Vince Fontaine dance contest host. So many students with exceptional acting abilities.
Several Year 12s took a short hiatus from the HSC to help with the evening performances. The new 2022 Year 11 VET
Entertainment Class worked hard behind the scenes, taking on every challenge to ensure all performances ran smoothly.
The Year 10 Visual Design class promoted and marketed the show and helped with costume design. A vast number of
other staff members and students assisted with production, lighting, music, stage, choreography, sound, hair and make
up. Although the production was on a low budget with limited funds, the music, costumes, and set design were
extraordinary.
We are immensely proud of the 2022 Grease cast. The students demonstrated great courage, commitment and
determination throughout the rehearsal process through to the opening nights of the show. Auditions were open to the
whole school, not just to the drama and music classses, and it was wonderul to see so many students from all over the
college work together to bring such a sensational event to the Mater Maria community.

RECONCILIATION WEEK
At the end of May, Mater Maria, along with the rest of Australia recognised National Sorry Day – a day to acknowledge
the strength of Stolen Generations Survivors and reflect on how we can all play a part in the healing process for our
people and nation. As a follow up, at the beginning of June, the College acknowledged Reconciliation Week. Students
participated in pastoral activities to extend their understanding of reconciliation. On Thursday 2 June students were
encouraged to wear socks, ribbons, or scarves in the colours of red, yellow and/or black to highlight the importance of
reconciliation.
Our Student Representative Council ran a bake sale at recess and students brought in gold coins. The students sold 560
cakes and cookies with $1,120 raised. All proceeds will be donated to the Edmund Rice Centre whose priority area of
focus is First Nation Australians and reconciliation. Students in all year groups were encouraged to bake items for the
sale and will be receiving a Community Service Award for their valuable contribution. This is an incredible donation and
we congratulate all students, particularly the SRC, for their involvement.

YEAR 8 ITALIAN DAY
Thursday 2 June was a wonderful day for our Year 8 students. They participated in Italian cultural experiences such as a
Commedia dell'Arte performance, gelato, pizza, trivia, and a mini–Soccer World Cup, with lucky door prizes, information
packs and other treats. The day was shared with students from Mercy College who are also studying the Italian language.
The Italian Potenza Cup Competition is an 8-week Italian language enrichment program which was created and
coordinated by Liberty Campbell, Languages Project Officer (Broken Bay Cross Campus Centre), Maria Raso and Anna
Guinta (Italian teachers at our college) for students in the Diocese of Broken Bay. Students worked through weekly topics
on the Canvas platform with prizes being awarded for each topic for the highest scoring student in each school. The
program ended on the Year 8 Italian Day with a live contest to determine the overall winning team. Students from Mercy
Catholic College competed with ours and won first place on the day. However, our Mater students were a very close
second!
This event coincided with the Italian Repubblica Day and the performer of Commedia dell'Arte, who also writes for the
Italian newspaper La Fiamma, was so impressed with our Italian Day and how the College promotes the Italian language
and culture, that she wrote an article about the day for the Sydney based newspaper.

YEAR 8 JAPANESE DAY
Mater Maria’s Year 8 Japanese classes went to St Leo’s Catholic College to experience some of Japan’s culture, taste
authentic Japanese food, and try the unique experience of taiko drumming. We got to meet other students from other
schools and make lasting memories with them. Students were able to decorate a Japanese doll, using a wooden base and
origami paper to wrap around it. There was also a manga drawing competition, where students from our school won.
Two taiko drumming instructors taught the students the art of Japanese taiko drumming, which is often used in festivals
around Japan. Students got the opportunity to taste some of Japan’s iconic dishes which included yakisoba and onigiri.
The Pocari Sweat water was not as popular as the yakisoba. Students who participated in the Ganbaru Cup Competition
had their final language test. They did multiple tests on things like Japanese culture, hiragana, and sports.
Overall, the Japanese day was very successful. It helped us get an insight on Japan’s vast culture, art, and delicious food.
All students enjoyed the experience and would do it again if they had the chance.
Tyla Wolfe, Lois Bolin and Zoe Coyle

COLLEGE ASSEMBLY AND ZONTA AWARDS
On Wednesday 8 June we held a whole school assembly for our students. The assembly commenced with a prayer for
the people affected by the Ukraine war. Students were treated to a performance from the Year 12 Rock Band as well as a
musical performance from the lead actors of our Grease cast.
The highlight of the College Assembly was a visit by two representatives from Zonta International, Susan Benson and
Kathy Chase. The representatives presented two of our Year 12 students with Zonta awards. They explained the valuable
role that Zonta plays in supporting women locally and overseas. Some projects and initiatives include resourcing local
women’s refuges and on an international level, providing birthing kits to reduce infant and mother mortality.
Phoebe Burt was presented with the Zonta Achievement Award for a Young Indigenous Woman and was also recognised
at the State level. Jessica Muir was presented with an award for runner-up in the Young Women in Public Affairs Award.
Following all the activities that were held during the term for Project Compassion, the winning house was announced.
Therry came first place winning 1,000 house points and earning over $1,800 for Caritas Australia. We raised over $8,000
towards much-needed funds for the charity.

YEAR 12 BIOLOGY AMGEN BIOTECHNOLOGY
INCURSION
In June, Year 12 Biology Students participated in the Amgen Biotech Experience. This engages students in learning
molecular biology which is part of Module 6 of the Biology Syllabus. The students were provided with a loaned kit from
The University of Sydney, together with research-grade equipment and supplies to complete a series of advanced
biotechnology techniques.
Funding for this program is provided by Amgen, a Biotechnology company, and is provided at no cost to the College. The
hands-on ABE curriculum ties the laboratory experiences to the development of medicines, using technologies employed
by the biotechnology industry in the discovery of human therapeutics and teaching students about the laboratory
techniques and equipment used in these processes.

BELL SHAKESPEARE
On Friday 10 June, Year 10 students deepened their passion for Shakespeare through their study of Romeo and Juliet and
Macbeth. This included an in-house performance by visiting actors from the Bell Shakespeare Company, an opportunity
which brought their study to life with both humour and pathos. They embarked on an exploration of classic literature,
whilst focusing on the ways they could dissect literature in analytical and persuasive writing.

NORTHERN BEACHES INSTRUMENTAL
FESTIVAL
Now in its eleventh year, the Northern Beaches
Instrumental Festival has become one of the
main performance focuses for Concert Bands,
Stage Bands and String Ensembles on the
Northern Beaches. Here is a photo of our Mater
Maria Concert Band getting ready to perform
at Pittwater High School.

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE
MORNING TEA
We have a large group of Years 7, 8 and 9
students participating in the Premier’s Reading
Challenge. On Friday 10 June we had one of our
regular morning tea meetings where students
were able to log their reading, choose their next
book and share the books they are enjoying. We
have over 1,250 books on the PRC reading list and
students have until Friday 19 August to complete
the challenge. House points will be awarded to
those who do complete the challenge.

STAND TALL EVENT
Stand Tall 2022 was held on Wednesday 8 June in the Aware Super Theatre at the International Convention Centre,
Sydney. This inspirational event is for secondary students and brings a host of speakers together in one room to
arm students with the skills of resilience, the strength to stand up to bullying, the keys to motivation, the power of
perspective and the benefits of making good and wise decisions. These come together to build hope for the future
in these teens, a vital component to their mental wellbeing. And it all happens in one day. Twenty-four students
attended this year’s event.
Charlie Baggott and Liliana Wanstall share their recount of the day for us:
Stand Tall was an amazing day at the ICC in Darling Harbour, with Year 10 and Year 11 students putting their hands up to
be involved in this event. There was a range of different speakers who had such amazing stories to share and really
offered wonderful insights into resilience so we can aspire to reach our dreams. Each speaker gave us an extensive insight
into their life journey, the challenges and adversity they experienced and what big achievements they made. The event
had many different aspects with musical performances from Timomatic and Bella Taylor-Smith which helped to create a
sense of community amongst the 6,000 students who attended the venue and the 100,000’s more who attended
virtually.
Special guests, Danny and Leila Abdallah, taught an important message of forgiveness, one that is not heard enough. It
was refreshing to listen to how they overcame the horrible car crash to find love and peace once more, especially after
hearing so much of their story on the news. Michael Crossland’s story was so emotional and inspiring; hearing the
number of life-threatening difficulties with his health that he has
been through only to continue giving, showing his abundance of
resilience and determination to help others, especially those who
are less fortunate.
Thank you to Mrs Woodhill for organising this event and to Mr
Halliday for being the supervising teacher. It was an amazing and
unforgettable experience that we will all cherish.

SOUL MASS
Thank you to all our students and staff who attended our Soul Mass at Sacred Heart Catholic Church on Sunday 5 June.
This year we are focusing on the College value of Spirituality and promoting opportunities for our students to be involved
in the faith life of the College. Our students were involved in the church band, choir and Readers of the Word. Activities
after the Mass included pizza, music and games and took place in the courtyard outside of the Church. It was a
wonderful night and well attended by our Mater Maria community.
Attending Soul Mass counts as community involvement for the Gold Award and students also earn ten points to the
House Spirit Cup.
We encourage all students to come along to our Soul Masses which are held on the first Sunday of each month and share
in the Eucharist as a community. Our next Soul Mass will be taking place on Sunday 3 July.

YEAR 7 REFLECTION DAY
On Wednesday 15 June and Friday 17 June, Year 7 students attended their Reflection Day at the Uniting Church complex in
Warriewood. The theme of the day was ‘Our Stewardship of God's Creation’. During the day we learned about the meaning of
stewardship and sustainability. Our teachers also presented to us the important teachings and guidance given to our Catholic
community and to the world, in Pope Francis’s encyclical, Laudato Si. Mr. Halliday then taught us how we could care for God’s
creation in a small but significant way by composting all our food waste. We learned about the A.D.A.M. principle.

Alive - we need to ensure that our compost bins are alive with microbes and fungi and especially worms.
Diversity - we need a range of food to compost. A single type of food, for example just bread or oranges, would not work.
Aerate - we need to ensure the compost bin is well aerated so that the microbes obtain the oxygen they need to thrive.
Moisture - we need to ensure that our soil is moist enough to keep the organisms living in the compost alive.
We learned about the benefits of composting and that doing something so small can help our world in a significant way. We wish
to thank Mr Halliday and our religion teachers for preparing and presenting this day for us.
Claire Power and Isla Fentie, Year 7

HAVE YOUR SAY DAY
Have Your Say Day was held on Friday 10 June at the Northern Beaches PCYC in Dee Why. It was a youth forum organised
by Luke Peterson, our College Captain, and his Youth Advisory Group peers, in partnership with the Council and the
school captain network.
The event provided the opportunity for school captains to learn about Appreciative Inquiry (AI) with Youth Action NSW in
creating positive, solution focused change in addressing school and community-based challenges. The students had the
opportunity to incorporate the skills from AI to make a reasoned, positive, and informed presentation delivered to
community leaders. They also connected and networked with other schools as a precedent for future inter-school
events.
Here are some photos from Have Your Say Day.

YEAR 11 HISTORY INCURSION
During the last week of term, nine Elective History and eleven Modern History students participated in an incursion by
Shane Blackman from Living Histories.
Students had the opportunity to learn about the nature of fighting and living conditions that Australian soldiers
experienced on the Western Front during World War One. They also handled a range of authentic physical artefacts and
replicas used as film props in ‘Gallipoli’.

YEAR 9 ENGINEERING
Our Year 9 Engineering class has been focusing on Bridge Structures and Truss Systems during Term 2. They had the
opportunity to implement the engineering design method and skills to construct bridges under specific criteria made of
paddle pop sticks and hot glue. The students worked in teams to create a bridge that could hold a specific weight, then
had to present their work and design. They were both extremely successful and have been thoroughly enjoying this unit
of work.

COLLEGE CAPTAINS AT NSW PARLIAMENT
HOUSE
On Wednesday 15 June, we had the pleasure of attending NSW Parliament House in an opportunity to network with other
School Captains in the local area. The day was facilitated by the Member for Pittwater, Rob Stokes and consisted of tours
and discussions. It was great to have an internal insight into the workings of parliament, alongside the history and principles
that the legislature is built upon. Each leader was given the chance to share their personal experiences in their roles over
the course of 2021 and 2022, and their aspirations for the coming year. All the students that attended genuinely found the
event refreshing and of value, enabling them to recognise that their views and beliefs were being listened to. Considering
other recent youth forums and summits, it is very exciting to see that young people’s involvement in, and discussion around
current issues are contributing to the conversations that are happening in our parliament.
We look forward to similar opportunities to collaborate with our peers at similar inter-school events in the future.
Reflection by Luke and Tiffany

BRONZE AND SILVER DUKE OF EDINBURGH
CATCH UP EXPEDITIONS
Congratulations to the eight students from Year 9 and Year 10 who participated in the catch-up expeditions on the
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of Week 7. The journey involved canoeing on Narrabeen Lake for one day, and hiking
around the peninsula from Palm Beach to Narrabeen and Ingleside for two days. The nights were spent around a fire,
camped on the top of Mater Maria’s property, on what is geographically referred to on maps as Boronia Spur. The
bushland and the moonlight made for two wonderful evenings and a night time bushwalk to a secret bushland space
added a spiritual and soul-searching dimension to the expedition. The walks were arduous and the nights were cold;
however, everyone managed to challenge themselves and achieve the goal of cooperatively completing the journey.
Congratulations to Jahla Frazer, Polly Webster, Max Beavon, Francesca Kinkade, Lucy Hickson and Jack Ryan from Year 10
and to Ashleigh Reedy and Ella Turner from Year 9.

GEOGRAPHY NEWS
Our Year 11 MMCC Geographers recently conducted a geographical inquiry into biophysical interactions and human
impacts at Buffalo Creek and Kitty’s Creek within the Lane Cove National Park. Buffalo Creek and Kitty’s Creek are
tributaries of the Lane Cove River, and the intertidal zones of both creeks support mangrove forests and ecologically
endangered saltmarsh and swamp oak forest communities (EEC’s).
Our students utilised fieldwork instruments, mapping, and geospatial technology alongside their prior classroom-based
learning into biophysical interactions to investigate the following:
•
•
•

How do the components of the biophysical environment interact in the mangrove forest at Buffalo Creek?
How does the physical environment influence the distribution of vegetation in the intertidal wetlands?
How do the activities of people influence the intertidal wetlands along the Lane Cove River?

The weather was beautiful with a full day of sun after what had been weeks of rain. All students immersed themselves
fully in the learning experiences offered during the day and came away with a boost in their knowledge and a wide range
of new fieldwork skills.

MONTHLY SPORT NEWS

REPRESENTATIVE TEAM SPORTS
ALL SCHOOLS MIXED OPENS TOUCH FOOTBALL
The All Schools Mixed Opens Touch Football Gala Day was a
successful day as the team finished in the top four across the
State for mixed opens touch football. The team made it
through the group stage finishing third based on for and
against. This led to the team playing in a thrilling quarter final
against Brisbane Waters, winning in extra time by 5 - 4. The
day was deemed a success across the board as the senior
players finished their last touch gala day on a high.

BBSSSA OPEN GIRLS AND BOYS BASKETBALL GALA DAY
The Central Coast Breakers stadium in Terrigal hosted the BBSSSA Open Girls and Boys Basketball Gala Day. The boys’
team was coached by Mr Lee and made it through to the Grand Final only just falling short finishing in second place.
Meanwhile, the girls also had a great day winning some of their pool games but just falling short in qualifying for the
Semi Final.

Open Girls Mater team

Open Boys Mater team

MWBA BASKETBALL COMPETITION GRAND FINALS
Semester One of the MWBA Basketball calendar brought some fantastic results for the boys and girls divisions. Year 7
Boys Division 2 team were runners up in the Grand Final. The two Year 8 girls teams made the Grand Final. Year 9 Boys
Division 2 team were also runners up. Year 10 Boys Division 4 team came out victorious. Overall, Semester One was a
success for all teams as everyone displayed strong school spirit and love for the game.

Runner Up: Year 7 Division 2
Mater Mustangs

Runner Up: Year 8 Girls Division 4
Mater Maniacs

Winners: Year 8 Girls Division 4
Mater Airballers

Runner Up: Year 9 Boys Division 2
Mater Green Bean

Winners: Year 10 Boys Division 4
Mater Benchwarmers

METRO CUP BOYS NETBALL GALA DAY
Metro Cup Gala Day was a great way to expose our male students to the game of netball whilst also building on the skills
they learn through the PDHPE Sports Program. Mater Maria entered two Year 8 teams and one Year 9 team into the gala
day. All boys were challenged by the game and realised how physical the game can be when competing for the ball and
demanding space on court. The boys had so much fun and are looking forward to more netball opportunities.

Year 8 Boys - Mater vs Mater Netball Teams

Year 9 Boys Netball Team

PENINSULA CUP U14 AND U16 BOYS SOCCER GALA DAY
The U14s Peninsula Cup Competition entered three teams into an entertaining and competitive day at Cromer Park. The
results of the teams included the Division 1 team finishing in fifth place and our two Division 2 teams finishing in fifth and
seventh places. Furthermore, the U16s boys also experienced a great day with fantastic sportsmanship on display.

U14 Division 1 Boys (team 1)

U14 Division 2 Boys (team 2)

U14 Division 2 Boys (team 3)

U16 Boys Division 1

PENINSULA CUP NETBALL GRAND FINALS
After a successful campaign at the Peninsula Cup Netball Competition with all nine teams making Semi Finals, three of
our teams made the Grand Final. All teams played with sportsmanship and great determination but unluckily did not win.
All girls were proud of their achievement and represented Mater Maria with pride. A very big thank you to the staff
involved in the coaching and special thanks to our parent coaches, Mrs Stewart, Mrs Caproni and Mrs Martin.

Runner Up: Open Girls Division 1

Runner Up: U14 Division 2A

Runner Up: U14 Division 3

BBSSSA JUNIOR BOYS AND GIRLS’ SOCCER GALA DAY
The Junior instalment of the BBSSSA Soccer Gala Day for boys and girls brought plenty of excitement and success for
both teams. Although the boys were put into a tough draw, they played with great desire and teamwork with the goal of
winning the Gala Day. However, a few losses brought their run to an end as the boys just missed out on the Semi Finals.
The girls came runners up in a fantastic display of football. The girls were deserved runners up in a tough Grand Final due
to their team playing throughout the day. Thank you to our student coaches Keira Blumanis, Stella Naseby and Olivia
Weber for training the girls; and to Alexandra Sinclair and Amber Kendall for training the boys.

Runners Up: Junior Girls Team

Junior Boys Team

KAYAKING OPPORTUNITIES
Kayaking is a growing sport on the Northern Beaches. It is a fabulous way to meet people and to stay fit and healthy.
There are also pathways that can be taken for those who are serious about the sport. Elite Kayaking is searching for
students in Years 7 to 9 who might be interested in being part of their program. For more information, please click on the
link below:
Elite Kayaking - Years 7 to 9

INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS
NSWCCC SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS
Swimmers that qualify for NSW All Schools Swimming Championships are achieving results that enable them to compete
against the elite of school swimming. Mater Maria currently has four students who attained this level of achievement,
and their efforts should be commended.
Taj Greenwood - 7th in 50m butterfly, 10th in 50m freestyle
Charli Barbour - 5th in 400m freestyle, 4th in 100m freestyle
Macy Beuzeville: 2nd in 800m freestyle, 5th in 400m freestyle, 9th in 200m freestyle, 9th 200m backstroke
Harvey Monnock - 7th in 50m backstroke

Macy, Harvey & Charli

Taj Greenwood

METRO U16 GIRLS RUGBY LEAGUE SELECTIONS
Congratulations to Ella Fiaola and Polly Webster, both in Year 10, who were selected into the Metro U16 Girls Rugby
League Team. They will compete for NSWCCC selection shortly and we wish them all the best of luck. Well done to Molly
Molloy, Year 9, who also trialled after making the BBSSSA team.

Molly, Polly and Ella

BROKEN BAY SPORTING PHOTOS
Many amazing photos are taken at all Broken Bay sporting events and several are used for sporting updates and the
College Yearbook (with parent permission). However, many of these photos do not get utilised and we are confident that
many parents would love to see action photos of their children. Please use the link below to access all the photos that
are taken by the photographer at Broken Bay events using the instructions provided:
ACCESSING PHOTOS FROM BROKEN BAY EVENTS.docx

RUGBY AND RUGBY 7’S STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS
Congratulations to all students who competed at the Boys Rugby and Girls Rugby 7’s over the long weekend. After a
gruelling three days of play, the following teams involving Mater Maria students were crowned State Champions.
U13 Boys Rugby State Champions

(L-R) Hugo Newman, Isaac Carlile, Axel Coria Bates,
Harrison Newall, Xavier Matthews and Jayden Richards

U14 Rugby 7’s Girls
State Champions

Hallie Sasikin and Olivia Durdevic

U16 Manly Mermaids

Molly, Lilieta and Ella (U16 girls)

NSWCCC OPEN GIRLS AND BOYS TOUCH FOOTBALL SELECTIONS
After many rained out trials and postponed attempts at running
the NSWCCC Open Touch Football trials, the event finally ran
two weeks ago. Mater Maria had two students’ trial and we are
proud to announce that Sienna Hinwood of Year 12 Girls, and
Aiden Flynn of Year 12 Boys gained selection into their
respective teams.
We wish them all the best in the upcoming tournament.

INTERSCHOOLS EQUESTRIAN
Kyah Pember competed at an Interschools event at North West Equestrian Expo in Coonabarabran two weeks
ago. There were 560 riders, 720 horses and 25 events over 5 days of competition. Kyah and her horse Red competed in
the Combined Training 80cm (Dressage test and Showjumping round) and came second in their division. A fantastic
achievement from Kyah.

SCHOOLTV REPORT
BUILDING RESILIENCE POST PANDEMIC

Unfortunately, the mental health of young people has been significantly impacted by the pandemic. As many families
settle back into pre-COVID routines, there seems to be a pervasive sense of optimism about what lies ahead.
Unfortunately children and teens are not immune to what is now being termed the “psychological pandemic”. Young
people are at risk of not achieving the primary demands of developmental tasks such as procuring independence,
identity formation, as well as obtaining and maintaining peer relationships. What kids need most in the current
environment is support, understanding, empathy and encouragement from caring adults. They live up or down to the
expectations we set for them.
If there is a panacea to the adversity caused by the pandemic, then it is the building of resilience. Resilience is the
capacity to face, overcome, be strengthened and transformed by adversity. Never before, have parents needed the skills,
the knowledge and the strategies to build resilience in their children as much as they do now. There are 7 integral and
interrelated components that make up being resilient that can help young people thrive and develop healthy coping
strategies.
This Special Report explores the “7 C’s of Resilience” and includes suggested strategies on how adult carers can best
facilitate them. We hope you take a moment to reflect on the information offered, and as always, we welcome your
feedback. If this raises any concerns for you, a loved one or the wellbeing of your child, please seek medical or
professional help.
Here is the link to your special report:
https://matermaria.nsw.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-building-resilience-post-pandemic

TERM 3
Monday 18 July will be a Pupil Free Day to facilitate the rescheduled Parent-Teacher interviews. These interviews will
occur on-site and be held in the Marana Complex.
Tuesday 19 July will be the first day of lessons for Term 3.

