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On Wednesday 20 July, our Year 11 Entertainment Class went to Fox Studios
in Moore Park to be part of the studio audience of The Masked Singer Grand
Final. These students were able to see every single aspect of the television
production industry, as well as enjoy the outrageous performances from the
three finalists.
Look out for their faces on TV when the Grand Final will premiere on
Channel 10 on Monday 14 September!

SPECIAL SCHOOLTV REPORT
ON SEXTORTION: WHAT YOU
NEED TO KNOW

SOUL MASS
Our students and staff were encouraged to attend our Soul Mass at Sacred Heart Catholic Church on Sunday 3 July.
The intentions of the Mass were dedicated to Samuel Marov and his family, and we prayed as a community in his
memory. Samuel’s parents and family attended the Mass. Samuel attended Mater Maria with our current Year 12
cohort from 2017 to 2021. He left school at the end of Year 11 to successfully take up an apprenticeship and was wellloved and respected by his peers and teachers. Samuel has a younger sister in Year 8 at the college. We ask that our
school community keep this family in their prayers and respect their privacy at this difficult time. May He Rest in
Eternal Peace.
Students were involved in the church band and choir and Readers of the Word. Dinner was provided to the students
attending the youth gathering after the Mass in the Parish rooms. Thank you to all our students and staff who
attended.
Attending Soul Mass counts as community involvement for the Gold Award and students earn ten points to the House
Spirit Cup. We encourage all students to come along to our Soul Masses which are held on the first Sunday of each
month and share in the Eucharist as a community.
Our next Soul Mass will be taking place on Sunday 7 August.

NAIDOC WEEK
NAIDOC Week celebrates the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. It is
celebrated by all Australians and is a great opportunity to recognise and learn more about the history and culture of
indigenous communities.
NAIDOC stands for National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee. Its origins can be traced back to the
Aboriginal rights movement, when on Australia Day 1938, protestors marched through the streets of Sydney to
highlight the status and treatment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians. Today, it is a week-long
celebration held in July that consists of range of traditional and contemporary activities.
NAIDOC Week is an important event that helps build positive relationships between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
people. It enables a deeper understanding of our differences and similarities. NAIDOC Week is an opportunity for all
Australians to eliminate bias and discrimination by reflecting and reconciling the wrongs of the past to facilitate hope
and build a fairer future. Families are encouraged to join in and support young people in learning the significance of
NAIDOC Week.
Due to the Winter school break, we did not celebrate NAIDOC until Term 3 Week 1. Students were involved in the 2022
theme Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up! through a variety of activities. Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up! pays respect to a
proud history of resistance and activism for Aboriginal and Islander people. It recognises their resilience and strength
and celebrates those who have driven and led significant change in their communities over generations.
Our students were involved in a fun Kahoot! in their Mentor Groups. Our Honour Wall in the Benedict Learning Centre
foyer showcased influential Aboriginal Australians (see next page).
We had a Powerpoint presentation on the large screen in the BLC staircase as well as colouring in at lunchtimes. The
colouring in competition was of the NAIDOC poster and the competition ran all week. Prizes will be announced shortly.
We also held some short, interesting films in the BLC about NAIDOC and Aboriginal history.

HONOUR WALL
NAIDOC

COLLEGE ASSEMBLY
Our first College Assembly for Term 3 was held in Week 1. It was wonderful to gather as a community and celebrate the
contributions and achievements of the students.
Jessica Muir opened the celebrations by performing Libertango by Astor Piazzolla
with Daniel Villareal.
We then focused on NAIDOC Week. Michelle Moylan, a proud Wadi Wadi woman
who is the CSBB Aboriginal Education Learning Partner addressed the college
assembly about the significance and history of NAIDOC Week and what it means
to her.
Certificates were presented by Ms Evers to our amazing cast for their wonderful
production of Grease at the end of last term.

Mr Harvey presented the awards for the Swimming Competitors Carnival and presented medals to our age champions.
We celebrated all students that participated in sport, including inter-school sports such as Mountain Biking, Equestrian,
Boardercross (Snowboard Cross); our many NSWCCC representatives; our All Schools representatives; our individual
State Championship representation; our Australian representation and we recognised our student coaches for their
leadership skills.
Milo Browne from Year 12 concluded the College Assembly with his talented performance of Skylark by Hoagy
Carmichael.
Here are some photos from the many awards that were handed out to our many gifted and talented students.

YEAR 3 LINKS DAY
On Thursday 21 July, we welcomed Year 3 students from the Peninsula Learning Community of Catholic Schools to join
for a day of educational activities offered by Mater Maria Catholic College staff and to celebrate our Catholic systemic
school community. Our Year 10 and Year 11 students assisted with activities. Year 3 children spent the day exploring
the college, building relationships, making connections between our community of schools and finding out what high
school is all about. They cooked muffins in our Food Technology room, created artwork in our Visual Arts room,
watched a drama performance and participated in our Byrne Theatre, experimented with Science in Fitzmaurice 1.1,
learnt a little about Languages with Mrs Guinta and played a variety of PDHPE sport in the Marana Complex. Everyone
enjoyed their time at our college, and we hope to see many students return in the coming years.

ANTI-BULLYING PLAY
Our Year 11 Drama students were warmly received on Wednesday 20 July and Friday 22 July as they went on tour to
perform their annual Anti-Bullying Play, The Power of Some, to local primary schools to expose the issue of bullying to
students in Years 4, 5 and 6.
Mater Maria’s successful annual Anti-Bullying Play helps to spread awareness about bullying and educating children on
the several types of bullying such as verbal, physical, social, and cyber. The play presented the roles of a victim
tormented by bullies and bystanders. The course of the play presented a solution in which the bystanders stood up for
the victim and assisted in stopping the bullying. An important takeaway from the play is the repeated phrase “it's not
dobbing, it’s asking for help.”
We would like to congratulate our Year 11 Drama students on their impactful performances which exemplify relevant
issues that students deal with at school.

Some fun shots which the cast took after their performances

Performances held during the Term 2 College Assembly

YEAR 9 CAMP
Our Year 9 students went on camp for three days at the Crosslands Youth and Convention Centre in Galston. They
faced the challenge of outdoor activities to help them discover the qualities of self-reliance, leadership and
responsibility. A positive attitude to healthy outdoor pursuits will be encouraged during this year, and the bonds
between students and teachers will be strengthened.
“I enjoyed camp quite a lot. Despite having a small room, our cabins were fun as I had all my friends with me. The
activities encouraged me to get over my fears and it was interesting to try some new activities that I have never done
before at previous school camps, such as The Leap of Faith. My camp instructor, Ainsley, was very nice and friendly.”
Nina Pokhilko

CLICK HERE TO SEE ALL THE PHOTOS

YEAR 7 ANCIENT EGYPT ARTEFACT
EXHIBITION
Our Year 7 historians recently researched and recreated an ancient Egyptian artefact as part of their assessment task.
We exhibited the work of all students who opted to have their artefact showcased as we were so impressed with the
time and effort that the students put into this project. The wonderful exhibition was curated in the Benedict Learning
Centre on Wednesday 27 July for parents and was displayed throughout the week to all students within the College.

MONTHLY SPORT NEWS

REPRESENTATIVE SCHOOL SPORT
BROKEN BAY NETBALL GALA DAY
During the last week of July, the sunshine greeted our netball players at Pennant Hills Park as we embarked on the first
BBSSSA Netball Gala Day in three years. All 40 girls gave their best and played with skill, enthusiasm and spirit. It was a
great day out for all players and we would like to thank Ms Gale, Mrs Farrell and Miss Huszczo for all their coaching.

Year 7 Team

Year 10 Team

Open Team

Madeleine Frowde

Lily Parnell

Marli Stewart

Penelope Martin

Charli Baggot

Regan Staunton

INDIVIDUAL SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS
EITAN SMITH - TENNIS
Eitan Smith, Year 7, has been selected by Tennis Australia to
become a member of the National Development Squad at
Sydney Olympic Park. There are 6 boys his age in this team. At
just 12 years old. Eitan is also Team Captain and the Number One
player for the U14 Premier One League Northern Beaches
Representative Team.
It is wonderful to see Eitan’s determination in being the best
tennis player that he can be, and we look forward to following
his progress. Well done Eitan!

JAYDEN RICHARDS – NSW ALL SCHOOLS CROSS COUNTRY
Jayden represented NSWCCC at the NSW All Schools Cross Country Championships
during the last week of July.
This is an incredible achievement given that Jayden is not a seasoned runner, but
rather incredibly fit and mentally strong. His pathway to get to this level is truly
impressive and Jayden finished a strong 40th place from 200 runners.
A huge congratulations to our talented athlete.

OLIVIA DURDEVIC – GIRLS RUGBY UNION
Congratulations to Olivia for being selected into the U14 Sydney Girls Rugby Union Team. Her team played in the State
Junior Tournament in Bathurst during the last weekend of July, and they came home Champions. This is a wonderful
achievement and Olivia is having great success in this sport.

GETHAN HAWYES – NSW ALL SCHOOLS SOCCER
Gethan has achieved an outstanding selection through the football (soccer)
pathway. He trialled for the NSWCCC U16 Boys Football team and gained
selection. Gethan then represented NSWCCC at the State Championships
and was selected into the NSW All Schools Football team.
We wish Gethan all the best in his upcoming tournament and congratulate
him on his achievement.

SIENNA BROWN – AUSTRALIAN SAILING TEAM
Sienna was placed first female at the Victorian Sailing Regatta during the Term 1 School Holiday and gained a place in the
Australian Sailing Team. The Australian Sailing Team is the national representative team for sailing and comprises some
of the leading Olympic and Paralympic Class sailors in the country. Sienna and her sailing partner are The Australian
Female 29er Youth Champions and she will compete at the Worlds in The Netherlands in August 2022.

MARIK VAN KILIAN – BASKETBALL
Marik and his representative Manly Warringah team won the NSW U16 Division 1
Basketball State Cup in Sutherland during the last weekend of July. They were
undefeated all weekend and his team went to a nail biting finish in the Finals where they
beat Inner West Bulls by two points.
Well done Marik, we hear that you were an absolute superstar!

SPECIAL REPORT – SCHOOLTV

You may not be familiar with the term, but ‘sextortion' is a form of blackmail where someone threatens to share
intimate images of you unless you give in to their demands. It has been an issue for more than a decade, with many
adults falling victim to this type of online crime. More recently though, it has been reported that there has been a higher
rate of adolescent males falling victim, but that is not to say that young females are not also targeted.
Across the globe, organised criminal gangs are using social media, chat apps, instant messaging platforms and online
games to target and connect with their victims. Recently, there has been a 400% increase in this type of crime being
reported to police in Australia alone with these figures being replicated in most western countries. Any child that uses an
online account to connect on social media, chat apps, instant messaging platforms or online games needs to understand
the dangers associated with engaging with random people that they don’t know personally. Therefore, it is vitally
important for adult carers to be aware of this serious issue and to start having an age-appropriate conversation with
their young person as early as possible to help protect them from online offenders making demands.
Even though your young person’s online account may be set to private, random people can still message your child.
Managing devices can be difficult especially with older teens, but it is important to weigh up the risks and dangers. Sadly,
even good kids who never make a poor decision elsewhere in their life, can and do make poor choices online.
This Special Report explains how your young person can fall victim to such a crime and what action to take to support
them. We hope you take a moment to reflect on the information offered, and as always, we welcome your feedback. If
this raises any concerns for you, a loved one or the wellbeing of your child, please seek medical or professional help.
Here is the link to your special report https://matermaria.nsw.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-sextortion

