
 

MATER 
HIGHLIGHTS 

    OCTOBER 2022 

PENINSULA CUP GRAND 
FINAL WINNERS 
Congratulations to our U14 rugby union team for winning the Peninsula Cup 
grand final in October. The boys played with one man down yet remained 
undefeated throughout the game. This was their best performance all 
season with fantastic defense, one-on-one tackles and crucial rucking plays. 
The backs and the forwards played their roles to perfection with great 
passing and teamwork, and they all deserved to bring home the Peninsula 
Cup trophy. These boys have a great rugby union future ahead of them. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
MONDAY 7 NOVEMBER – FRIDAY 11 
NOVEMBER 
Years 7 – 9 Examinations 
 
TUESDAY 8 NOVEMBER  
6.00pm – Parents in Partnership 
Committee Meeting 
 
FRIDAY 11 NOVEMBER 
Remembrance Day Service 
 
MONDAY 14 NOVEMBER 
Chess Tournament in the BLC 
 
TUESDAY 15 NOVEMBER 
6.00pm – Year 12 2023 Information 
Evening 
 
WEDNESDAY 16 NOVEMBER 
Year 11 Presentation of Awards 
 
WEDNESDAY 23 November 
College Assembly 
 
TUESDAY 22 NOVEMBER 
Fundraiser BBQ for Soibada with  
MMCC Concert at 6.30pm 
 
FRIDAY 25 NOVEMBER 
Year 12 2023 Leaders Day with the 
Bishop 
 
TUESDAY 29 NOVEMBER 
Combined College Advisory Board, 
Friends of the P & F, Executive Team, 
new staff and volunteers’ liturgy 
 
WEDNESDAY 30 NOVEMBER 
2023 Promotional Photo Shoot 
1.30pm – Student Early Dismissal 
 
FRIDAY 2 DECEMBER 
Year 8 Geography Excursion 
 
SUNDAY 4 DECEMBER 
6.00pm - Soul Mass at Sacred Heart 
 



 

OTHER SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

BBSSSA WATER POLO 
 
Our Year 10 water polo team trekked out to The Sydney Olympic Aquatic Centre in Homebush to take on other girls in 
the Catholic Schools Broken Bay diocese to compete in the Broken Bay Water Polo Gala Day. Our Mater Maria team is a 
new team with many girls new to the sport of water polo. Sometimes a gala day is more about the experience and 
exposure of trying something new rather than winning. Captained by Chloe Watson, the team was energetic and keen 
to improve with every game… and they did. If there was a ‘spirit award’ these girls would have won. A fun, exhausting 
day was had by all and for most it will go down as “the hardest sport they have ever played”. A big thank you to Miss 
Bray for her knowledge and guidance on the day. 

                        Gemma Russell                         Chloe Watson    Mackenzie Heckendorf                  Macy Beuzeville            Chloe in action 

                            Eva Quiggin                                     Open Girls Team                                                       Friends and subs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MANLY CUP U15 CRICKET 

The Manly Cup for Under 15s was held at Nolans Reserve on Tuesday 
18 October. This was a great experience for the boys to get their first 
taste of cricket for the summer while representing the green and 
white. There were some costly dropped catches early on, however the 
boys continued to fight hard throughout the day, while overcoming 
some tricky competition. This was the first time the boys had played 
together as a team, and they quickly learnt what was required of them 
when it came to winning games and representing the College with 
pride. The day taught them chemistry, sportsmanship, and 
determination as they prepared for the Berg Shield competition to 
take place two days later. 

 
BERG SHIELD CUP 

Through rain, hail and shine, Lakeside Park managed to bless us with a day's worth of cricket vs St Pauls in Round 1 of 
the Berg Shield. Captain Max Taylor won the toss and elected to bat first. Our openers set the tone early with a 
fantastic quick fire 49 from Ethan Crookwell. The team got off to a strong start with the wicket falling at 1/71 off the 
first 8 overs. The other opening batsmen, Michael Di Costanzo, contributed as he scored his maiden half-century with 
53*, carrying the bat for the team with some fantastic strokes. The highlight was Cooper Webb. He had one of the 
greatest innings in Mater Maria cricket history. An incredible 119 not out display from Cooper was poetry in motion as 
he didn’t put a foot wrong throughout the innings. The boys finished with a score of 1/255 off 20 overs as it was the 
bowlers turn to have their time in the sun. In came opening bowlers Max Taylor and Will Cunningham, who carried 
through with the momentum from the first innings. The boys from St Pauls were building nicely at 1/9 off 3 overs until 
Will Cunningham went to work in the 4th over. Will took a double hat trick completing one of the most astonishing 
achievements in cricket. Finishing the game with figures of 5/7 the Mater team just had ‘one of those days’ as the boys 
move on to round 2 of the Berg Shield. A big thank you to Mr Rulli for coaching the boys on both days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                William Cunningham – Double Hat-trick 5/7          Michael Di Costanzo – 53* runs                        Cooper Webb – 119* runs                              

 

 

 

 



 

BBSSSA U13 GIRLS & BOYS TOUCH 
FOOTBALL 

The Catholic Schools Broken Bay diocese held a touch football competition at Lionel Watts Oval in Frenchs Forest in one 
of the last events on the sporting calendar. Due to the downpour of rain, officials adjusted its original draw and decided 
to have a one off grand final for those teams who came first in their respective divisions. Our Mater girls fell just short 
of a final with some great teamwork for all involved and the boys came runners up in the grand final finishing just a try 
short of being victorious. Thanks to Mrs Ingram and Mr Privett for coaching their teams so well throughout the day. 

                   Boys team               Half time talk                          Girls team - half   Girls - half time talk 

      Emma Hayman                Xavier Matthews               Matilda Lloyd                   Isaac Carlile                     Jasmin Berry                Axel Coria Bates 

 

INDIVIDUAL SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

HALLIE SASIKIN – RUGBY UNION 
 
Hallie has been selected to go to the rugby union XV’s tour around New Zealand for two weeks in April 2023 as part of 
the U15 boys Manly Savers team. Hallie has shown wonderful progress and motivation, and with a love of rugby she is 
looking forward to showcasing her talent overseas. Well done Hallie. 
 
 

TAJ SAKOVITS – WAKEBOARDING 

Taj recently competed at the National Wakeboarding Championships.  
He performed very well, just missing out on making the finals, coming 
7th overall.  This was a great experience for Taj, backed up by a fantastic 
performance. Congratulations Taj.  



 
 

CHARLI BARBOUR & TOM SHRIVELL - YOUTH COOLONGATTA GOLD 

Charli (Year 8) and Tom (Year 7) competed in the prestigious Coolongatta Gold, Youth Race in Queensland during the 
Spring school holiday. Charli flew through the course, finishing in 1st place for the Under 14s girls age group and 
represented Newport SLSC. Tom Shrivell, also from Newport SLSC, came 2nd in the Under 13s boys age group. Two 
outstanding results in what was a tough, endurance race. This was a fabulous way to start the season and to provide 
motivation for the surf lifesaving season ahead. 

                 Charli in action                   Charli                           Charli - Middle                 Tom Shrivell – Left 

 

TAJ GREENWOOD & KYAH PEMBER - INTERSCHOOLS EQUESTRIAN 

Team Mater was awesome over the weekend at the Interschools Horse Extravaganza in Tamworth with both students 
looking great in their Mater Maria clothing and logo embroidered saddle rugs. 

Taj placed 7th in both the AM7 and Accumulator showjumping rounds. 

Kyah competed in the 80cm Combined training. This consisted of a dressage test and a showjumping round. The 
competition combined the two discipline scores and Kyah came 2nd overall in the Intermediate Year 7-9 age group.  
She also placed 6th in Show Jumping. 

Congratulations to both Taj and Kyah on their fabulous results. 

 
 
 
 

                                    Taj (front) & Kyah                                                                           Kyah in action 



 
 
EITAN SMITH - TENNIS 
 
During the Spring school holiday, Eitan went to Adelaide to play in the Kia Australian Hardcourt Tennis Championships, 
where the highest ranked Under 12 and Under 14 players in the country are selected by Tennis Australia to compete in 
these national junior events. Eitan did very well by winning the Under 12 mixed doubles championship as well as 
placing in the top 10 from the 50 plus boys selected nationally for the Under 12 boys doubles and boys singles events. 
Eitan’s career on the tennis circuit is looking promising and we congratulate him on his achievements. 

       
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 7 FOOD TECH 

Year 7 students have been cooking their own burger recipes this week for their Food Technology unit in Technology 
Mandatory. They designed a burger restaurant logo and burger and will be creating a marketing video of their brand. 
These burgers look delicious. 

    

 

 



 

THE WORLD’S LARGEST PINEAPPLE 

Mater Maria staff and students participated in a world record event at Long Reef on Sunday 16 October in support of 
much-loved student, Alana de Kort, who died from cancer. Blue Bottle's ambitious goal of setting the Guinness World 
Record for forming the world's largest human image of a pineapple was to raise much needed funds for The Kids’ 
Cancer Project to help eradicate cancer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

      
 
 



 

YEAR 9 COMMERCE GO TO WORK 

On Thursday 13 October, five companies generously opened their doors to the Year 9 Commerce classes, giving 
students the opportunity to expand their careers horizons. KPMG, Blackmores, The Works Agency, Hoselink and True 
Protein welcomed students into their offices and career storytellers spoke about their own career paths. The day was a 
great success opening the eyes of Mater students to the world of career possibilities. 
 
We asked students what they had learned: 
 

• About all the jobs that happen inside a business; Learning about the different opportunities, and the 
backstories and journeys of the employees to allow them to get into the job they're in now. 

• That it’s ok if you are not sure what you want to do, it will work out. 
• There are many ways that you can go to get to the career that you would like, you do not need to take a 

specific road to that career. 
• How businesses work and produce their products and how much work goes into a business. I also learned 

that there are many different departments in a workplace. 
• How anyone can do anything because there is a role for everyone in a business. 
• It’s better to enjoy doing the job you do every day instead of you hating it. 

 

    

 

 



 

 

  

Parents, can you help us to organise more of these 
days?  If you work in a company that has a variety of 

different roles and you could host a group of students for 
just one hour, please contact Mr Trainer by emailing him 

at Peter.trainer@dbb.catholic.edu.au. 

mailto:Peter.trainer@dbb.catholic.edu.au


 

MATER STUDENTS HELP ST JOSEPH’S 
RECRUIT FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL BAND 

Mater Maria Concert Band students Daniel, Leela, Samuel and Phoebe went to St Joseph's Catholic Primary School at 
Narrabeen on Wednesday 19 October to help with the recruitment for their primary concert band which has been 
struggling after two years of COVID-19. Our students gave a wonderful presentation as they played a piece on the flute, 
clarinet, saxophone, trumpet and euphonium and talked to the students about what it's like to learn a musical 
instrument and belong to a band. 

   

 



 

MARY MACS BAKE SALE FUNDRAISER 

On Friday 28 October, our 2023 Year 12 Leaders ran a Bake Sale Fundraiser for Mary Macs which supports people 
experiencing homeless with a sit-down meal, food hampers and a place to have a shower and wash their clothes. This is 
an initiative of Catholic Care and is run entirely on the generosity of volunteers and donations. It was a very successful 
day with an impressive $900 raised.  

    

  

 

 



 

  

     



 

2023 PREFECTS PRESENTED WITH COLLEGE 
BLAZERS 
On Tuesday 11 October we held a whole school College assembly in our Marana Complex and celebrated the 
achievements of our students. Our 2023 College Prefects were presented with their blazers which are embroidered 
with their ministries and the students gave their leadership pledge, with musicians performing some beautiful songs. 
Congratulations to our 2023 Prefects who will be leading the College next year.     

   



 

SPORTS AWARDS PRESENTED AT THE 
WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 
At the whole school College assembly on Tuesday 11 October, we presented the Sports Awards to students to 
recognise both individual and team sport success. Congratulations to all students that received awards at the assembly.  

  

  

   



 

2023 COLLEGE PREFECT LEADERSHIP DAY 

On Monday 24 October, our Year 11 students that have been selected to be College Prefects next year attended the 
2023 College Prefects Leadership Day at Peter Canisius House Retreat Centre in Pymble for the formation program. This 
is designed to develop a model of Servant Leadership for our twenty College Prefects. The student leaders were eager 
and engaged in learning about servant leadership. It was an excellent opportunity to come together as a group and 
share ideas. They were joined by Mr Marshall, their Year 11 Coordinator; Mrs Woodhill, Director of Pastoral Care; Ms 
Stojanovski, the Assistant Principal and Mr Reicher, our Principal.  

      

 

    



 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP COURSE 
ORIENTATION DAY 
Last week, students taking the Entrepreneurship course via the Cross Campus Centre met for their orientation day at 
our College. It was a great opportunity for the students to meet their teacher for 2023 and to get to know each other 
face-to-face.  
 
Students learned how to access their online course materials and role-played a job interview applying for a summer 
internship program at a Start-up Hub. They then met with Mr Grant Wilson, a successful entrepreneur who shared his 
journey from a 5-person start-up to a large company. It was a quick pizza lunch and then we headed out to OneMeal to 
hear about this social enterprise and how they are helping people in need on the Northern Beaches. I was impressed by 
the maturity and talents of all the students. I can’t wait to see what they will achieve in 2023! 
 
Mrs Campbell, Cross Campus Centre Coordinator 

 
 

CROSS DIOCESE EDUCATION 
PERFECT ITALIAN LANGUAGE 
COMPETITION 
The Cross Diocese Education Perfect Italian Language Competition was held from 12-23 September. The schools 
participating were Patrician Brothers’ College, St John Paul II Catholic College and Mater Maria Catholic College.   
 
Students are to be commended on their wonderful efforts and enthusiasm.  
 
The following students are to be congratulated on their outstanding achievement and are awarded the following 
certificates:  

• Silver Award:  Joleena Wright 
• Bronze Award: Mason Mulcahy 

 
Credit Award: Mia Afoa, Georgia Kralic, Oliver Demartini, Luca Duncan, Maya Govers-George, Oscar Heien-Ramos, 
Charlotte Hull, Alexandra Jackson, Naomi Kelly, Georgia Kralic, Tyson Matthews, Tara McSorley, Khyla Meighan, Sophia 
Papadakis, Luca Picello, Lionel Setiadi, Jade Walker, Kobi Williams and Tom Wyllie.  
                            
Anna Giunta, Teacher in Charge of Languages 

 



 

VINNIES CHRISTMAS HAMPER APPEAL 

This week we will launch our annual St Vincent de Paul’s Christmas Hamper Fundraiser. We will be asking each mentor 
class to use the list below to make up their hampers. Items will be stored in mentor rooms until they are ready to be 
wrapped towards the end of Term 4.  

 

 

 
  



 

SPECIAL REPORT - SCHOOLTV 
 

 
 
Teenage gatherings provide young people with important opportunities to interact and build on their social skills and 
experiences. Celebrations, partying and socialising are a fundamental rite of passage and one of the most important 
aspects of a young person’s life. However, it is possible for the best young person to get carried away with their peers 
and the euphoria of the moment. 
 
For parents and caregivers, keeping your young person safe can at times feel daunting and is often a compromise and a 
challenge. Most teenagers try to do the right thing most of the time, but your leadership as a role model is crucial. Your 
child may appear to be physically large and mature, but this is not necessarily matched by their emotional maturity and 
responsibility in behaviour. 
 
Every party has the potential to get out-of-hand as sometimes it’s hard for young partygoers to make good decisions. 
Communication and regular discussions are vital, particularly because young people are often faced with peer pressure 
to do things they prefer not to engage in. Hosting a celebration at home or at a venue can be a fun and memorable event 
but it is important to agree on the ground rules well before your event is announced to ensure there are no 
misunderstandings later on. 
 
If hosting an event, you owe your guests a ‘duty-of-care’ and should ensure all reasonable steps are taken to keep 
partygoers safe. This Special Report provides caregivers with list of things to consider when planning a celebration. We 
hope you take a moment to reflect on the information offered, and as always, we welcome your feedback. If this raises 
any concerns for you, a loved one or the wellbeing of your child, please seek medical or professional help. 
 
Here is the link to your special report https://matermaria.nsw.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-guide-safe-
partying. 

 

https://matermaria.nsw.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-guide-safe-partying
https://matermaria.nsw.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-guide-safe-partying

