
 

MATER 
HIGHLIGHTS 

    NOVEMBER 2022 

FUNDRAISING FOR SOIBADA 
We held several fundraising events during November to raise vital funds for 
the Friends of Soibada. This included a cake stall, a BBQ sausage sizzle and a 
Music Concert for all members of our Mater community. The concert for 
Soibada included entertainment by our Concert Band, Junior Jazz Band, 
Vocal Ensemble as well as small groups from our elective music classes. 
  
The money raised will be used to support numerous projects from 
education, maternal health, girls’ hygiene (Days for Girls), to sanitation and 
water projects. It will also provide money for the construction of a Training 
Centre for Arts, Craft and Culture which will provide a much-needed learning 
environment and jobs for the locals during construction, and the running of 
training programs in East Timor. 

We thank our Mater community for supporting these fundraisers and for 
their generous donations throughout November for this very worthy cause.  

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
2022 
 
MONDAY 12 DECEMBER 
College Thanksgiving Mass 
 
TUESDAY 13 DECEMBER 
Year 7, 8 and 9 Presentation of 
Awards 
Last day of classes for Term 4 
 
TUESDAY 20 DECEMBER 
College closes for 2023 
 
IMPORTANT DATES 
2023 
 
FRIDAY 27 JANUARY  
First day of Term 1 (staff return) 
 
MONDAY 30 JANUARY  
Year 7 students and Year 11 Peer 
Counsellors return 
 
TUESDAY 31 JANUARY  
Years 8 – 12 students return 
 



 

 FUNDRAISING FOR SOIBADA 
  

 

 

 

BBQ SAUSAGE SIZZLE 

      CONCERT 
   FOR SOIBADA 

  



 

           



 

F1 IN SCHOOLS STATE FINALS 
After a successful regional final, the ‘F1 in schools’ STEM team spent three days at the Eastern Creek racetrack 
competing against other schools from around the state. 
 
The team set up an impressive display to show their car design, sponsors, engineering, marketing, and design process. 
 
The students, Michael Di Costanzo, Luke Santo, and Hunter Kerin of Year 9 also presented verbal reports to the judges 
on the engineering and CAD design of their car and how they designed their display. 
 
Racing was extremely competitive for the CO2 powered model cars that must comply to very prescriptive size and 
weight criteria (similar to real F1 cars). 
 
At the conclusion of the judging for all aspects of the competition, ‘Jaegar racing’, representing Mater Maria, received 
2nd Place Development Class overall, and Best Team Verbal Presentation Awards.  
 
The team will now modify their car and represent the state and school in the National Finals to be held in March 2023. 
Congratulation’s boys! 
 
Mr Hinson, TAS Coordinator 

 
 
 
 

 



 

YEAR 11 PRESENTATION OF AWARDS 
 
The Year 11 Awards Ceremony was held on Wednesday 16 November and highlighted and acknowledged the 
outstanding achievements of our students. It celebrated our two core priorities in a Catholic School - our faith in Christ 
and the talents, service and academic growth of our students. Year 11 have demonstrated a commitment to learning 
and have risen to the challenge of being EPIC learners through their work ethic and dedication to their studies. They 
inspired our junior students to strive to achieve their best and be actively involved in our College community.    



 

        



 

MATER MARIA TEACHER WINS MASTER 
TEACHER FELLOWSHIP APPOINTMENT 

 
Our College would like to announce Mrs. Susan Senior has been chosen to 
join the 2022-23 cohort of the ABE Master Teacher Fellowship. As one of 
several teachers selected from a variety of international sites, this 
program will support her in collaborating with experts from STEM fields, 
develop curriculum infusing research-based pedagogy, inclusive classroom 
practices, and cutting-edge biotech concepts and technologies. 

Awardees were chosen based on their contributions to student learning, 
leadership skills, communication skills, and support of ABE and the ABE 
community. 

As an ABE Master Teacher, she will work with other Fellows from around 
the world to develop classroom, curriculum, or professional development 
resources in areas of personal interest. Fellows will also serve as 
ambassadors to other teachers, providing peer advice and guidance on 
using the LabXchange platform to support ABE while encouraging other 
ABE teachers to grow in new, innovative directions.  

Mrs. Senior will begin the Fellowship this December 2022. 

 

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 
On Wednesday 23 November, we held a celebratory lunch in the Benedict Learning Centre for the twenty-seven 
students who completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge this year. The Challenge requires students to read a 
minimum of twenty books of which fifteen must be selected from the PRC list. Students enjoyed a pizza lunch where 
they shared their book highlights from the year. This year, three students will receive the Platinum Award and two 
students will receive the Gold Award. Well done to all our avid readers.  

   
 



 

TUT ROADSHOW 
 

Our Year 7 History cohort had a fabulous day stepping back in time to Ancient Egypt with the Tut roadshow during 
Week 6 of this term. The Roadshow provided our students with a powerful experience into cultural antiquities; namely 
ancient Egyptology. 

The purpose-built semi-trailer containing three theatrettes, allowed class groups to take a journey starting with the 
geographic landscapes of Ancient Egypt, the Rosetta Stone and the discovery of the Tomb and the Golden Mask. The 
mix of audio-visual presentations and hand on activities, including the history of writing, designing your own seal and 
working as an archaeologist, really provided an eye-opening learning experience not to be forgotten by our budding 
historians. 

Thank you to the following staff for their contribution: Mrs. Porter, Mr. Marshall, Mrs. Henry, Mr. Lee, Ms. Bray and 
Mrs. Graham. 

Jennifer Hammond 
HSIE Coordinator 
 

         
 

        

 



 

         
 

    



 

LANGUAGES 

 
JAPANESE MANGA AND ANIME COMPETITION 
 
In September, we held the Mater Maria Japanese Manga and Anime Competition.  We received some outstanding 
entries and would like to congratulate all students who took the time and effort to enter the competition.  A special 
thank you to Ms Hollestelle-Watson and Ms Tarrant for kindly judging the competition. 
 
Congratulations to the following winners: 
 
   Equal 1st Place:  Eitan Smith                         Equal 1st Place:  William Watson                              2nd Place:  Jessica McPeake 

 
Equal 3rd Place:  Arabella Czerwenka                    Equal 3rd Place:  Ella Espinosa                          Highly Commended:  Chloe Cotton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highly Commended:  Lucinda Milne 



 

MATER MARIA SURFING PROGRAM 

 
During Term 1 and Term 4, some students have been taking part in Mater Maria Surfing program run by Manly Surf 
School at Long Reef. Students meet at 6.30am every Tuesday morning and surf for an hour, receiving coaching from 
Matt Grainger, the owner of Manly Surf School. The students have thoroughly enjoyed the early morning surfs together 
and learning from Matt and his coaches. Some parents have also been out to enjoy an early morning surf.  
 
The students involved would like to thank Mr. Rulli, Mr. Kaufer, Mr. Privett, Luke Harvey and their parents for giving up 
their time first thing in the morning to take them surfing.  

 

    



 

OTHER SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

BERG SHIELD CRICKET  
ROUND 2 
 
Mater Maria 6/187 Max Taylor 100* Rocco Rulli 32 
Christian Brothers 6/94 Kobi Williams 3/6 Cooper Webb 2/7 
 
The Mater Maria U15s cricket team travelled to Marrickville to play Christian Brothers, Lewisham for the second round 
of the Berg Shield. Both teams observed a one minute silence for Remembrance Day before play started. Electing to 
bat, the Mater boys found themselves in trouble at 5-32 in the 8th over. This brought Max Taylor to the crease to join 
Rocco Rulli in attempting to salvage the innings. What transpired was more than a salvage mission, it was a smash up. 
On the same day Jeff, ‘The Marrickville Mauler” Fenech, was awarded a 4th world championship for the 1991 fight with 
Azumah Nelson where he “was robbed”. Taylor became the new Marrickville Mauler, bludgeoning boundary after 
boundary. Rulli was turned over the strike and scored 32 from a 110 run stand before he was run out trying to get 
Taylor back on strike. Will Cunningham came to the crease and got a front row seat to Taylor reaching triple figures on 
the second last ball of the innings.  
 
In reply, Lewisham started with application but found themselves falling well behind the run rate. Enter Cooper Webb 
and Kobi Williams. Webb got the breakthrough just after drinks and added one more to a fantastic over, then in the 
next over, Williams also had two, including one on the final ball of his over. When he picked up one on the first ball of 
his next over, Williams was on a hat trick, but narrowly missed out. Despite a little late hitting by Christian Brothers, 
they fell well short, and Mater made it through to the third round with a fantastic win. 
 

 
 

 



 

ROUND 3 
 
St Dominic’s 2/168 Jack Munro 1/10 Will Cunningham 1/30 
Mater Maria 6/103 Rocco Rulli 47* Ben Carroll 24 
 
Hosting a gun St Dominic’s team at Lake Park was always going to be a tough game. They elected to bat and with the 
two opening batsmen already playing grade cricket, we were under the pump early. Will Cunningham got a 
breakthrough with Cooper Kelsall catching a nick behind. Mater tried hard, with Ethan Crookwell taking a catch on the 
boundary from the bowling of Jack Munro, however, Mater dropped too many chances as the opposition opener went 
on to make a hundred and set a very daunting chase. Set 167 for victory, Ben Carroll and Ethan Crookwell started well. 
Carroll set a cracking pace, hitting 24 before being bowled in the 6th over. Unfortunately, Mater could not get a 
partnership going to maintain the momentum. Rocco Rulli batted well, posting 47* before Mater finished on 103, 
beaten, but not disgraced. We now look forward to going further next year! 
 

    
 

    
 
 

 



 

BBSSSA SURF LIFESAVING  
 
For the first time in four years, the College bus and 15 students headed north to Terrigal for the BBSSSA Surf Lifesaving 
Championships… and what a day it was. Team Mater consisted of 13 water competitors and 3 beach competitors, and 
after the combination of points from both beach and water the girls were named ‘girls champion’ school and the boys 
finished in third. 
 
There were some outstanding individual results with Jasmin Berry winning both junior girls beach sprints and flags. 
Charli Barbour, Macy Beuzeville, Abi Capell, Ava Gray, Chloe Watson, Macy Slater and Jess Walton made up the girls’ 
water team with wins in swim, board, ski and our team event, the taplin (run, swim, board, run relay). The boys water 
team made up of Tom Shrivell, Ben Carroll, Max Barbour, Harvey Monnock also found success in swim, board, ski and 
taplin with some fierce competition. Jesse Duke and Ethan Wooldridge represented themselves well in the beach flags 
and sprints as the only boy beach representatives. Congratulations to all students and parents for their assistance on 
the day. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

LEAGUE TAG GALA DAY 
 

On Tuesday 29 November, Mater Maria took six teams to the Manly League Tag Gala 
Day. We had fantastic results across the board as we had some great moments 
throughout the day. The Year 9 girls took out their division as champions and the Year 
9 boys were runners up in a tight Grand Final against Pittwater High. The junior boys 
from the Years 7 and 8 team were also runners up in the final and our girls made it to 
the Semi-Finals.  
 
A big congratulations to all who played and helped on the day! 

 

       
 

MWBA BASKETBALL COMPETITION WRAP 
As the end of the year approaches, our basketball season finished up in style. Across this year we had 22 teams 
compete in the Manly Warringah Basketball competition. In Semester 2, we finished up as victors in two divisions. The 
Mater Maria Year 8 Opals won the Grand Final in double overtime. Our Year 10 Mater Mystics girls and Mater Thunder 
boys also won. Many teams made the Semi-Finals and a big thank you to Paul Miller, our Head of basketball and coach, 
Mr. Lee, Mrs. Farrell, Mrs. Ingram, Mr. Harvey and all our parent managers for helping over the course of the year. 

                    
Diamonds - Year 7 Girls Division 1         Queens - Year 7 Girls Division 4          Rookies - Year 7B Division 1  

 



 

            

       Mustangs - Year 7B Division 2                 Opals -Year 8G Division 3      Airballers - Year 8G Division 3 

       

              Maniacs - Year 8G Division 4               Suns - Year 8B Division 1              Mavs - Year 8B Division 2 
                               

     

             Sonics - Year 10B Division 3                     Benchwarmers - Year 10B Division 4 

GRAND FINAL WINNERS 

       

    Mater Opals - Year 8 Girls Division 3                Mater Mystics - Year 10 Girls Division 3       Mater Thunder - Year 10 Boys Division 3 



 

MWBA 3V3 BASKETBALL COMPETITION 
Mater Maria had one team enter the 3v3 MWBA Basketball Competition on Sunday afternoons, our Year 8 girls. It was 
a fast, energetic and thrilling variation of the game and the girls absolutely loved the competition. This is a growing 
sport and we are hoping to feature this in our House Cup Competition in 2023. A special thank you to Mrs Kym 
Czerwenka for managing the team and providing photos.  

 

                                  Sienna Radcliffe, Charlie Woods, Arabella Czerwenka, Ava O’Dwyer 
 

 
PENINSULA CUP TOUCH FOOTBALL 
 
This year is the first time that touch football featured in the Peninsula Cup Competition. Mater Maria has a talented 
group of Year 7 and Year 8 students who jumped at the chance to participate. The Mater 7/8 boys’ team was a level of 
skill above the other schools, remaining undefeated all competition. They won the Grand Final 12 - 0 against Oxford 
Falls Grammar in an impressive game. The girls faced Stella Maris in the final, after an even number of wins and losses. 
The girls’ competition consisted of three Stella Maris teams’ and we faced one of them in the Grand Final. At full time 
the score was 4 - 4, with the game resulting in a drop off to determine the winner. Holly Cervantes threw a dummy and 
dived over the line to take the win for our Mater girls. A great effort to win the double Year 7/8 girls and boys’ 
competitions. 
 

    

 



 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BBSSSA BEACH VOLLEYBALL 
There is no better way to finish off the final gala day for the year than playing beach volleyball in the sun at Manly 
Beach. This was how our Year 11 teams spent the final BBSSSA Gala Day for the year. Volleyball is a growing sport at 
Mater Maria and we are seeing more interest in the sport across the school. Our Year 11 boys’ and girls’ teams soaked 
up the sun, supported each other and played some fabulous volleyball along the way. Our Year 11 boys team came 
runners up overall and our Year 11 girls team finished in third place. Sport was the winner on the day. 

 



 

BBSSSA TENNIS 
Mater Maria was excited at the potential results possible at 
the BBSSSA Tennis Gala Day through the new talent that we 
have welcomed into the school. Our junior boys were keen 
to get onto the court and let their tennis do the talking… 
and talking they did! Our Open Boys Championship Division 
team consisted of Eitan Smith, James Corbett, Presley Finch 
and Joshua Kaleb and they blitzed the day winning their 
division. This was a first for Mater Maria and all the more 
special due to the age of the players, who were from Year 7 
and Year 8. Our Girls Division 2 team made up of Amelia 
Foxton, Vanesa Heien-Ramos and Lily Cardow finished an 
impressive 2nd and the boys’ Division 2 comprising of Kai 
Clayton, Alex Vytopil and Max Plummer also performed 
well. A great day out for Mater students. 

 

 

NSWCCC ATHLETICS MERIT TEAM 
Every year CSNSW Sport announces an official NSWCCC Athletics Merit Team. This year we were proud to have two 
Mater Maria students included in the merit team for 2022. To be eligible for the team, an athlete must finish top 3 in 
an event. Congratulations Alberto Jordan, Year 7, and Talia Kupceric, Year 11, for their inclusion. 
 

INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
Lennox Cleary - Golf 
 
Congratulations to Lennox Cleary in Year 8 who won the B-Grade Champion Golfer for 
Long Reef Golf Club. Lennox is the youngest person to ever win the title in an open 
event. This is a fabulous achievement! 
 
 



 
Vinnies NSW is currently looking for volunteers 18+ years for our Vinnies Support Centres.  

 

Vinnies Support Centres are client-centred support and referral services operated by the St Vincent de Paul Society. 
They offer face to face support to those in the community who require financial, food or material assistance. The 
support teams work with our clients to offer the best possible assistance for their needs and connect them to the 
Society's Conference home visitation teams or Vinnies’ Services. 

As a Vinnies Support Centre volunteer, you would assist staff with providing advocacy, referrals and support to clients 
navigating the appropriate services. Vinnies have several volunteer roles available including administration & reception 
support, assisting with client interview rosters, data entry and helping out with ad hoc duties as requested. 

Vinnies Support Centres offer a friendly and supportive team environment, flexible volunteer hours (school hours 
available) and the opportunity to learn a variety of skills. Significantly, your volunteer contribution will make a tangible 
difference to the lives of those in your community. If you are interested in hearing more about volunteering in a Vinnies 
Support Centre, or helping out in a volunteer capacity elsewhere, please contact the Volunteer Experience Team at 
volunteers@vinnies.org.au  
 

 

 
  

mailto:volunteers@vinnies.org.au
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-nsw/christmas-appeal-nsw


 

 



 

SPECIAL REPORT - SCHOOLTV 
 

 
 
Bullying is an ongoing or repeated misuse of power in relationships, with the intention to cause deliberate psychological 
harm. Bullying behaviours can be verbal, physical or social. It can happen in person or online, via various digital platforms 
and devices and it can be obvious or hidden. Bullying in any form or for any reason can have immediate, medium and 
long-term effects on those involved, including bystanders. 
 
Despite the efforts made to reduce bullying behaviours, the research tells us that one in four students still report being 
bullied every few weeks. However, not all negative behaviour should be considered bullying. The key difference is that 
bullying does not stop on its own. It is important young people learn how to identify behaviours that are rude, 
behaviours that are mean, and behaviours that are related to bullying.  
 
Often the reasons for bullying can be complex. Some young people do it to get approval from others, some do it to 
regain control, whilst others may do it because it makes them feel safe. Supporting young people as they work through 
their emotions will help them unpack the motivation and reason behind the behaviour.  
 
In this edition of SchoolTV, caregivers can better understand why some young people engage in bullying behaviours and 
what to do to support a child experiencing it. We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this 
month’s edition, and we always welcome your feedback. 
 
If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the school for further information or seek 
medical or professional help. 
 
Here is the link to this month's edition https://matermaria.nsw.schooltv.me/newsletter/bullying 
 

https://matermaria.nsw.schooltv.me/newsletter/bullying


 

 
 
The Australian Federal Police through the Australian Centre to Counter Child Exploitation is seeing a concerning global 
trend of teenage males being targeted to send explicit images of themselves and then blackmailed. This is called sexual 
extortion, or sextortion. 

The AFP is urging families to have important safety conversations ahead of the school holidays to prevent young people 
from becoming victim. This crime can have serious wellbeing and psychological impacts.  
 
HOW DOES SEXTORTION START? 

• Unsolicited friend and follow requests on social media 
• Direct messages on one app and then being asked to keep chatting on a secondary app 
• Conversations suddenly and quickly becoming sexualised 
• Requests for sexualised images or content.  

 
WHAT CAN FAMILIES DO? 

• Have open and regular conversations about your child’s online activities and interactions 
• Know what platforms, apps and games they are using and who they are interacting with 
• Remain open and approachable, victims will be reluctant to come forward if they feel they will be punished or 

blamed 
• Ensure your child knows that it is okay to leave conversations if they feel uncomfortable or unsafe 
• Support your child and know how to respond. The Online blackmail and sexual extortion response kit has been 

created to recognise sextortion and get help.  
 
The Australian Centre to Counter Child Exploitation is here to keep young people safe from online sexual exploitation 
and abuse.  
 
You can make a report via accce.gov.au/report.  For further information, resources and advice visit thinkuknow.org.au. 
 

 

http://www.accce.gov.au/
https://www.thinkuknow.org.au/sites/default/files/2022-06/Online%20blackmail%20and%20sexual%20extortion%20response%20kit.pdf
http://www.accce.gov.au/report
http://www.thinkuknow.org.au/

